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| have the honor of introducing our distinguished post and in consideration of the time and the value of any 
opportunity to listen to dr. Newman to speak on subjects that are relevant to our understanding of our own 
story that are relevant to having a deeper and more realistic appreciation of what's wrong with how America 
teaches our history to ourselves | won't go into quite as much as might be otherwise warrant but | would like 
to to state something this that | think is appropriate Marshall McLuhan said only the small secrets need to be 
protected the large ones are kept secret by public incredulity dr. Newman is a figure whose influence is felt 
across a broad spectrum from Western military discipline to Eastern contemplative practices his story 
embraces directionality and serendipity from the past through the present we might acknowledge a series of 
extraordinary stations or places or patterns which have emerged as the direct result of dr. Newman's life of 
his efforts and of his story he is a retired United States Army officer a career strategic intelligence Cryptologic 
analyst a distinguished historian educator and mentor 
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historian educator and mentor [Music] he's an expert on foreign Eastern studies and comparative religions 
and his works on America's history during the Cold War or perhaps the most consequential yet published on 
November 3rd of 1994 dr. Neumann was the right person at the right time in the home of a senior desk 
officer retired CIA desk officer named Jane Roman the experience of acting really on behalf of those of us 
who seek to find a better and deeper more realistic understanding of our own story was altered as the result 
of what happened in that lady's house Washington Post reporter named Jefferson Morley had invited a 
whole dr. John Neumann to accompany him to interview a lady whose name had showed up as the result of 
the release of an extraordinary number of CIA documents as the result of the 1992 prison of John F Kennedy 
assassination records collection Act dr. Newman agreed to accompany the Washington Post reporter who 
was really consciously deferring to dr. Newman because the reporter in question understood that he did not 
have a background in military intelligence he was not knowledgeable about the infrastructure of the agency 
and he would not be most qualified to discuss the intricacies that are relevant to reading and understanding 
what's in the documentary record but dr. Newman is those things he does understand those complexities 
and so it was a good day it was a day where the right person was in the right place at the right time it was a 
cordial encounter and Miss Roman who had been a senior lesson officer working outside of the 
counterintelligence special investigations group which was along 
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investigations group which was along with it's sort of counterpart inside the agency the office of security was 
the deepest most compartmental insulated voice inside America's intelligence infrastructure the peak of Cold 
War she was a senior desk officer she wasn't responsible for protocol or policy but she did what she was told 
on October 8th of 1963 seven weeks prop 6 weeks prior to the assassination the CIA stationed in Mexico 
City asked a routine question of headquarters what do we have on someone named Lee Oswald who was 
just caught up in some wacky hijinx at both the Cuban consulate the Soviet embassy in Mexico City the 
preceding week and the response came from the desk of this lady Jane Roman she said well here's what 
we've got is mostly FBI stopping stops in mid 1962 and that's all we know and this is something that was 
signed off on by the executives above her all of whom we know quite well which would be big news to those 
guys 31 years later dr. Neumann knew what to ask Miss Roman about why she was signing off on something 
that was not true he knew what what to ask her because he knew what had happened to you he was 
uniquely qualified to have the documents to read the documents and to understand what they revealed and 
in her home in the company of a Washington Post reporter who was recording the conversation which 
ultimately was was transcribed by The Washington Post transcription service this exchange took place dr. 
Newman laid out chronologically what had happened 31 years earlier at which point she realized where he 
was going she was a very educated supremely capable desk officer working at the highest level of the 
agency at the picture of peak of the Cold War her the corners of her mouth 
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Cold War her the corners of her mouth started to come up because she saw what he was leading to he 
demonstrated to her that she had been signing off on relevant documents pertaining to the agency's interest 
in someone named Lee Oswald as recently as literally within a few days prior to that routine inquiry from the 
Mexico space station dr. Newman ultimately asked her this economist was Miss Roman said I'm signing off 
on something that's not true at which point dr. Nuland very calmly and and with courtesy said but why are 
you doing that and she becomes defensive and she says well | wasn't involved in any hanky-panky and he 
says no no no but there doesn't necessarily have to be a sinister explanation the thing | guess I'm asking you 
to address head-on here is it's one thing if | say to you you do not have a need to know it's another thing if | 
say here's some information in response to your question which | know it's misleading so he continues he 
said | guess the thing I'm asking you to address head-on here is does this indicate to you an operational 
interest in Oswald six weeks prior to the assassination what she said changed our story but you've never 
heard about this what she said that changed the way we think about what we're told and what we think we 
know is the forward yes to me it indicates a keen interest held very closely on a need-to-know basis see a 
keen interest held very closely on a need-to-know basis she's referring to the executives above her within the 
most compartmental insulated most densely protected place inside the CIA six weeks prior to the 
assassination whatever's going on it is all about someone named Lee Oswald the person responsible for 


00:08:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=eCxP8We-sEQ&t=480s 





Lee Oswald the person responsible for that exchange is sitting right here and it's my honor to introduce dr. 
Drummond okay a couple of things and I'll get started if if if you leave here tonight and are not convinced that 
JFK was pulling out of Vietnam | failed this month my job today okay so you will leave here totally convinced 
that | can guarantee that I'm not here to talk about the assassination per se I'm not going to to theorize that 
Kennedy's policies on Vietnam or the reason that he died but | will tell you that the reason we would into 
Vietnam is because he died if he had lived there never would have been a Vietnam War that's the difference 
okay that's the part that | want to talk to you about I'm going to do it in two phases there's going to be the 
road that took me to undertake the project and then what happened to my Sue and me as a result of that 
which was very unpleasant and then to take you through what was actually in the first book and things that | 
figured out in the second edition that was just released I'm going to get started and we're going to have a 
quick break bathroom break it will be another one about halfway through so that we can just stand up and 
stretch our legs so that | don't put you don't put you to sleep because | sleep start looking for a new engine 


the first serendipitous event that occurred on the on the path to this book was actually when | received the 
direct commission from the ranks after about seven years of a list of time | was on my way out of the army | 
had a wife and two kids and halfway through my ph.d program and wanted a job of more money than a staff 
sergeant and so the army made me an offer | couldn't refuse no OCS overnight straight from Staff Sergeant 
to first lieutenant and so if | that hadn't happened | wouldn't be working for that man 
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working for that man later the general Odom the director of the National Security Agency when he 
discovered me for a couple of years to working inside the NSA main building National Security Agency put 
my desk right outside of his for about a year and a half and was his military assistant and not a thing went 
into his office on intelligence didn't go across my desk first and | put a little piece of paper on the front that 
had three boxes yes no or maybe that's my job okay but anyway everywhere he went with him when he took 
his satchel with him and gave readings to Kissinger's and people like that in the White House and we were 
traveling one day down to an able facility in the Carolinas where he was going to give a presentation on his 
Soviet battlefield doctrine and but as there are times down and asked me was going to do my dissertation on 
and | said the political succession the models are gone and he knew | got a lot of work on that already 
published on he said I'll come on you know that's too easy for you we need to get out of your safety box and 
do something better than that and so | thought for a while and | | said well let me ask you this sir if | told you 
that John Kennedy was pulling out of Vietnam when he was killed and there wouldn't have been a Vietnam 
war he lived but would that how would that be for a dissertation and he dr. Holly said you know what if you 
could show that it would be great so the plane got home that night | called my dissertation advisor dr. thorns 
at GW told them what | wanted to do and he said | thought you'd never ask and so those did this getting the 
correct Commission and getting to work for him at those things that not we would be here tonight and there 
are a lot more things along the way that happened like that but that | could go into and they had that we still 
wouldn't be here tonight so a lot of things had to happen long away we were to write 
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to happen long away we were to write that book and then you do it again this year let's go to unto trunking 
myself on track so what I've done to have to cheat cheat if I've got yellow high needs go fast don't have that 
on it means | can slow down and really bring you down to ground level and let you get your teeth into some 
of these things | want to go through today so having made the decision to look into this as my dissertation 
the next serendipitous event occurred at a military intelligence officer training school at Fort Huachuca 
Arizona | had been there for the basic course and | returned a few years later a couple of years later still 
working on this book with my wife it was a PCS it was over six months and there was the military intelligence 
museum there and a guy by the name is Don blasek who was a retired colonel from the army intelligence 
officer was running the MI Museum there and so | went in to check it out and and we got the talk and he 
asked me what | was doing and | told him what my dissertation wasn't so that's when the big life started so 
sue and | invited him over for dinner he invited us okay we went to his house and he told us all about what 
happened under Westmoreland later on all the lies it it took place in 67 and 68 and he said but what you're 
looking at the period you're looking at is with it where it really began and he gave me some name Sam 
Adams the CIA guy and why shouldnt who was part of the CBS documentary on the Westmoreland years 
and Vlasic was there but he was also in Vietnam during the Kennedy period so he knew the people that | 
needed to talk to to find out if what he said was true that there was all these big lies taking place during the 
Kennedy years and so he 
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place during the Kennedy years and so he sent me to a Sam Adams the CIA guy that talked to Sam al here 
in his Loudoun County farm and Sam gave me the names of everybody else and their phone numbers and 
how to reach them the officer who's been there all the way back in nineteen 61 62 and 63 a couple that were 
very important one's name is Bill Benedict he was working in army intelligence at the Pentagon and in other 


was George Allen he was in charge of the Vietnam testing at the newly created Defense Intelligence Agency 
in 1960-61 I'll say more about what they mentioned them again but | will | need to tell you this that what they 
told me happened was that they had been ordered in 1962 to falsify the number of Vietcong the Vietcong 
forces and to cut it in half from about 50,000 to about actually more than that 15,000 and they refused to do it 
and so they were forced to literally and so one day they got a bottle of bourbon and sat down in Saigon and 
just started eliminating full units and that was it they cut down to 20,000 and that wasn't enough and so they 
the colonel who was in charge of intelligence and the at mcavee the military assistance command Vietnam 
and the commander general Harkins finished the job and I'm going to get back to that part of the story a little 
bit later when | get back into the book but | met these guys who told me this story that was unbelievable for 
me as a military intelligence officer you know | asked why are you telling me this you know because | didn't 
really know what to do with it and and they said because you know you're we'd rather have one of our guys 
you know tell the story they wanted to get it off their 
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story they wanted to get it off their chest they were living in with it you know and what happened in Vietnam 
for the rest of their lives they were part of something that kept Kennedy from pulling out he would have pulled 
out had he known the truth earlier than he did or was when he died so that was an important part of the story 
getting there | had to meet Vlasic and | had through him to meet Sam Adams and through him | had to be 
and get all these guys that had actually been there at the time and it doesn't but | realized at that moment 
that | had to find documents | needed more than just their work | needed to actually have army documents 
and intelligence documents that that backed up with these men told me they had done and they suggested 
the a small army component in the Pacific the commander in chief Pacific is a Navy guys you can imagine 
the lateral and underneath that naval headquarters are other subordinate commands including an Air Force 
and Army in an 81 there and the United States Army Pacific it's the army subordinate command to st. pack 
and they put out monthly intelligence bulletins all through this period and so those monthly intelligence 
bulletins who came or came from source material from directly from Vietnam from AK be unfiltered and they 
published their own stuff but it didn't get out outside of Hawaii except for one person that turns out to be Vice 
President Johnson which is I'll get back to that a little bit later the story too but anyway so eventually the main 
headquarters for Senator military histories in Carlisle barracks Pennsylvania but they have a place in 
Washington DC on Massachusetts Avenue so | walked in and uniform one day it was a severe guy there 
said hello and | told him who | was and | was doing my dissertation on and | heard that there was some use 
of pack intelligence bulletin is available or that never 
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bulletin is available or that never classified but could be made available possibly as well just the man let's go 
look and he open the safe and sure enough there they were all they may 62 which was the relevant period 
that | needed which was the story that these guys had told me and he said surely Declassified it right there 
including the maps of what a Vietcong attacks and all these lists of things that we call the measles map I'm 
going to be showing you those later when | get back to that part of it this is I'm talking talking about the road 
to all the people and met along the way and | finally got the documents to back up the story at which point | 
finished chapter 13 called secrets in Saigon and said at the Robert McNamara former Secretary of Defense 
whether the problem we had and understanding what had really happened in Vietnam under Kennedy what it 
was secret was that the most important guy the most important person to helping us know about that was 
Robert McNamara and he was the only one of all the generals and civilian leaders as defense secretaries 
from the United States Australia Vietnam you name it they all wrote their their memoirs except for magnet he 
wouldn't talk so | sent in chapter 13 and one of the subtitles in that chapter was we can't tell that the 
mcnamara so anyway he get upset him it upset him a lot and he sent me back a one-liner saying | was never 
like him it was McNamara's denial and | didn't see him for years after that so | went ahead with the book and 
finished it up and so we should have the NSA yeah there was a good job so I'm back at at NSA and | have 


the my my manuscripts in hand and I'm required to go through pre-publication review with my component 
which is the army and | did that so | walked down and Pentagon | gave them on manuscript they cleared it 
very quickly and then | walked into 
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it very quickly and then | walked into NSA and it went into Q group which is as one of the responsibilities it's 
a Staff level high level staff level unit one of the things they do is pre Club review amongst other things and 
they said no you know you're in the army you should go to low the army and | said | have but | think if you 
don't mind you know I've worked here a lot of it's all the same here and | gave them a copy of it and and 
never heard anything for a long time about eight or nine ten months and then as the moment approached for 
my dissertation defense in 1992 in the fall | was at the command and Staff College at Fort Leavenworth you 
have groups of 16 majors going on lieutenant colonel that's what were there for for about four months and so 
Fort Leavenworth is about an hour away from Dallas and most of the shooting for the film JFK was done in 
Dallas at the big studios down there and the guy by name Oliver Stone had found out through serendipity 
again story it's infected to want to tell it anyway stone found out about what | was doing and called me up we 
remember the day in less than were that we were wondering what those stone wanted me to help them on 
his movie and because his movie was going to say that Kennedy was pulling out of the amount amongst 
other things and so anyway | meant | agreed providing that in the credits my name would be dr. Newman or 
John for John Newman it would not hype my military status and that | wouldn't talk to him about anything 
about the assassination only Kennedy's Vietnam policies he agreed and | flew down there on the weekends 
and you know my my group of 60 were having a good time listening to my stories and coming back every 
Monday of each trip down to Dallas to do it that nine or ten scenes in that movie came right out of jail and 
Vietnam and so as 
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right out of jail and Vietnam and so as the dissertation defense approached in December and my book and 
the film we were approaching a sort of a crisis point because five or six months before that | was called into 
NSA to the legal counsels office and she told me that my book was classified in that it could be published 
and is why you know what's classified | didn't see say well | don't know anything about that so when when 
will | know and she said we all know and so there | was eighteen and a half years of service with a list of 
security clearances it takes a whole page to print out because | worked for the director worrying about 
whether | was going to have my security clearances yanked that maybe even drummed out of court it wasn't 
a pension and everything else see when | spent a lot of sleepless nights trying to figure out just what to do 
about that one eventually | decided to challenge them by just publishing the book and | did and so and then | 
went to the premiere and Oliver Stone sent me a pair of first-class round-trip tickets and a great big free hotel 
room with an unlimited of a budget for entertainment and and so we know it was afraid she would not go she 
was freaked out by this whole experience and so | went out and the lady had been an editor with us on route 
7 of that Lambert she was happy to go to the premiere with me and and I've been doing entertaining that 
night and back to my hotel room and called salutely talked because the next day was a press junket there 
are a lot of technical advisers on that on that move but | was the only one that Oliver Stone kept the press 
junket what's the press a table like this I'm sitting there and then there's like 12 seats and a whole 
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then there's like 12 seats and a whole group of reporters comes in talks to you for 20 minutes into the next 
group and in the next group and then the next group goes on it's about three hours long press junket and 
scenes that the National Security Agency found out that | was going to be doing the press junket the day 
after the premiere because on that morning it was a Saturday morning at four o'clock my time in Los Angeles 
7 a.m. at NSA headquarters by phone rings is this major Newman yes this is the National Security Agency 
your books clear to go have a nice day and after 20 minutes of introspection | have her and | say well that 
didn't end it that didn't end it what happened was within a matter of a couple of months my publisher Warner 


books pulled the book out of the stores and hid it in a warehouse and would not return my phone calls they 
suppressed my book which is not legal they can they can approach you officially and saying we'd like to take 
your book off the market for a one year two years three years for this amount of money and it's done a lot in 
Hollywood and in publishing this but not to buy my rights and and then just disappear the book can't do that 
and not communicate about it either so | have to leave a lot of the story alpacas in the interest of time but 
there are a number of things that happen but along the way that was a weird books | was approached by the 
Galbraith family John Kenneth Galbraith was still alive at the time he's advised about four presidents and he 
had three sons one of whom of James Galbraith it was like his father an economist teaching at the University 
of Texas in economics and he had seen the Booker and wanted it on his syllabus for his graduate students 
because of the 
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graduate students because of the interesting blurbs on the back you've had Oliver Stone and the head of the 
CIA next to each other praise praising the book so he thought well that's interesting so you want to put and 
put it on his on syllabus and in students told me he you know it's been suppressed he can't make its book so 
they asked me if | would mind if | minded this kalbarri family looked into this matter | said give me my rights 
back and we're done | got the rights back to the book and they're at sat until January this year never did 
anything with it a bad taste in my mouth for ears but | think it was Alan for cents last summer oh you said you 
was you didn't you - | think | did okay it was hope anyway twines thinks similarly | haven't told them so thing 
is though when the book did come out at first it got great reviews Publishers Weekly and Curtis | got to put 
that in your pack | think in your in your package you can see they've got Publishers Weekly you see the 
Curtis review and they reira view than the one they never do second editions ever this first time | know it the 
president of Kirkus Reviews told his uh editor-in-chief to do it and and so they did a big interview and 
released it just the April yep so this year that was nice it was a good hit but at the time it not only did well with 
the reviewing of journals page one of York Times Book Review Arthur Schlessinger juniors personal 
assistant and historian wrote a very favorable review page one zero times book reviews in the media at large 
it was a food fight on the far left Noam Chomsky said | had vilified Kennedy beyond the wildest dreams of his 
words excuse me | had hey with no opposite the opposite he said that | was a hey geography that's 
somebody who makes a saint out of somebody | was engaged in Hagee are handy ography and but | had 
criticized 
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handy ography and but | had criticized Kennedy for because he lied to me lied about and I'll tell you what that 
is a little bit later in the presentation but on the far right Harry summers and other said that | had vilified 
Kennedy beyond the wildest dreams and source enemies you know and so you wondered if they read the 
same book so but it was a lot of media firestorm anyway at this moment it's at least two years maybe three 
years had passed since | been encountered the McNamara denial and I'm in my final year in the Army 
tucked away in a really little secret place technically an NSA but it's in reality it's a hip pocket asset of the 
assistant chief of staff for intelligence US Army and a little building life annex is Baltimore Washington Airport 
for phd's and three secretaries that's that we were if we were to plus up any any crisis anywhere | was going 
to handle in East Asia tonight and we had a a receptionist in the front of the office who wasn't knowledgeable 
about you know people would say his name's or anything so one morning I'm sitting there working in this 
loud voice comes across the cubicles hey major no man there's some guy named McNamara on the phone 
and two seconds later the chief of the unit who is wise Braxton you stand at my desk as | pick up the phone 
you know and | this Bob McNamara I'm ready to talk just like that so something changed his mind not really 
sure what but I'm ready to talk and | said well I'm on duty non practice woman this so | did it kind of my car 
went out to the World Bank and run into trouble there yeah okay well I'm going to kick 
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there yeah okay well I'm going to kick on yeah and so McNamara was there Jeannie was the secretary | 
cheek as assured me and he was sitting at his desk in a three-piece tweed suit but he was wearing white 
sneakers | could see them under them and and so you know | saluted | was in the uniform still the Secretary 
of Defense and and so it didn't take but about 60 seconds before we got into a real argument he told me that 
you know his reasons for not ever publishing his memoirs on this and I'll let him have it with both six-shooters 
| mean | didn't yell | wasn't disrespectful but | said you know that's terrible you can't do that you know of all 
people you're the one who needs to do he was it was his war under LBJ and LBJ after all and | found out late 
laterz really that he was psychologically even spiritually sick if you killed one child with your car accident it 
would even stay for the rest of your life well 2 million Vietnamese and 50,000 been Americans not to mention 
all the main people that came out of that war he was psychosomatically he also was his family and so was 
the secretary so | understood why he thought he would infect us with his disease and it was something like 
that really all the truth was all bottled up deep down inside of him and so we argued about that and he said 
well if I'm going to get somebody to help me write my book I'm going to get a good researcher so | figured 
that wouldn't be me and and and then we had a good talk about East Asia which we read on a lot of things 
and so it ended amicably enough and so after that | thought well probably not going to see him again and | 
was a little bit angry about it so | called my agent sterling Lord in New York City and said | want to change I'm 
supposed to write a book on Kennedy and killed at the time 
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book on Kennedy and killed at the time and so | want to change the book what | said McNamara in Vietnam 
he said John you should not do that and | said why sit because Mike the marriage is called that's he's going 
to do his book on Vietnam that morning and that's how | know it pushed him over the edge pushed him over 
the edge and things got better | got to finish this part up | eventually he he asked me to come over and help 
them he and they had a really nice guy from the Naval Academy that most of us help them do most was 
riding Brian Vandemark but in Brandon | got along really well but one of the it was one afternoon that I'd lived 
with me ever since it happened and we were sitting there | was bringing a lot of documents that | collected 
from all over the country and we were looking at them and everything was very quiet and then he looks up at 
me not at me but like right through he's looking right through mutants eight eyes alike either glazed over and 
he says to me when did | know now the only person I've ever had that could talk to me like that was old if he 
would put down his paper and say something all jobs are | could be wrong and I'd have to connect that to 
some conversation two years before to figure out what the hell he was talking about but | knew how to do 
that without a but McNamara it was strange for a while but | got it | figured it out pretty quickly what he's 
doing is he's actually deep in his subconscious and he's connecting to the very part that | brought to him in 
the first place chapter 13 and he says when that | know you know it means when did | Know the truth about 
the war and | said | can't tell you when you knew but | can tell you when you had the opportunity to and it 
was quietly sitting there and then he asked me a second question where 
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then he asked me a second question where am | in trouble he says where am | in trouble that was harder to 
figure out so it took me a while and | came up with only a guess and it we'll get to it later in the presentation 
here tonight two days before Kennedy's assassination through to a assassination of President diem 
MacEwan Vietnam there was a big meeting in Honolulu Secretary of Defense conference to decide if policy 
had to change because of the change of leadership in Vietnam two days before Kennedy was assassinated 
and the military put a lot of stuff on the table that would have Americanized the war and so | said maybe you 
should think about what you were doing with the general at that anyway that was mcnamara 22-point oh 
alright denial years later he knows that you know he wants me to wants to talk and then | help them and so it 
ended up being very important his book did say in fact what | do that he was pulling out even if we were 
losing so are you back on track okay good | think what we need to do is think about a six or seven minute 
break and then I've got I'm going to pick up the story about what's really in the book and and what | figure it 
out for volumes up chance take about breaks you 


END 


